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Lifetime Memories Questionnaire
The following is a generic set of questions compiled primarily for recording a family history and 

childhood memories. You do not have to ask all of these questions. This is only a guide that will help you or the

person you are interviewing, remember various details from the past.

In the event you or the person you are interviewing served in the military during wartime or was married

to a member of the military that fought in a war zone, we have a separate set of interview questions that deal 

with the war years.

When writing or recording names, please be sure to double-check the spelling. 

If you are interviewing a person and any (original) photographs, hand written recipes or other 

documentation is obtained, please have them scanned and returned to the owner as quickly as possible.

When the interview is complete, please forward a copy to U.S. Legacies for our files. We prefer digital 

copies (files sent in a doc format) however we will also accept scanned images, handwritten or typed notes and 

even audio and videotapes. 

Please make sure to send us the complete postal mailing address of the person responsible for sharing 

their memories. This will allow us to send them a lifetime membership card that will help inform their relatives 

that we have information on file relating to their family members.

Questions
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1) What is the full name of the person sharing childhood memories? (Print any unusual or difficult names)

2) When and where were you born? 

Family History
Fathers Side of the Family

Father
3) Could we have your fathers name along with the date and location of his birth, if known?

4) Do you have any old photographs of your father as a child and as an adult? If so, are they marked with 
his full name as well as the names of any other individuals? Also, does anyone else in your family have 
copies of the same photographs, as insurance against having the only copies destroyed by a fire, flood or 
other catastrophic event? Would it be possible for us to obtain copies (either physical copies or scanned 
images) of your photographs so that we can use them with your story?   

5) Was your father in the military and if so, do you know what county and state he lived in at the time he 
was discharged, what branch of service he was in, and any additional information relating to the units he 
served with, patches he wore, ribbons he received and locations where he served. Do you have any 
photographs of your father in his uniform and if so, may we have a copy?

6) What type of jobs did your father have and did he ever tell you any stories about his work and what his 
duties consisted of?

7) Did your father share any stories with you about games he played as a child, what his lifestyle was like 
growing up, about his school days or dating period?

8) Do you have any stories you can share about your father that will help show future generations what 
type of person he was?

Paternal Grandfather
9) Who was your father’s father and do you know when and where he was born?

10) Do you have any old photographs of your grandfather? If so, are they marked with his full name as well 
as the names of any other individuals that are included in the photographs? Would it be possible for us to
obtain copies (either physical copies or scanned images) of your photographs so that we can use them 
with your story?   

11) Was your grandfather in the military and if so, do you know what county and state he lived in at the time
he was discharged, what branch of service he was in or any additional information relating to the units 
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he served with, patches he wore, ribbons he received and locations where he served. Do you have any 
photographs of your grandfather in his uniform and if so, may we have a copy?

12) What type of jobs did your grandfather have and did he ever tell you any stories about his work and what
his duties consisted of?

13) Did your grandfather share any stories with you about games he played as a child, what his lifestyle was 
like growing up, about his school days or dating period?

14) Do you have any stories you can share about your grandfather that will help show future generations 
what type of person he was? 

Paternal Grandmother
15) Who was your father’s mother and do you know when and where she was born? Please be sure to 

include maiden name if available.

16) Do you have any old photographs of your grandmother? If so, are they marked with his full name as well
as the names of any other individuals that are included in the photographs? Would it be possible for us to
obtain copies (either physical copies or scanned images) of your photographs so that we can use them 
with your story?   

17) Did your grandmother work outside of the home and if so, what type of jobs did your grandmother have 
and did she ever tell you any stories about her work and what her duties consisted of?

18) Did your grandmother share any stories with you about games she played as a child, what her lifestyle 
was like growing up, about her school days or dating period?

19) Do you have any old family recipes that were handed down from your grandmother and if so, may we 
have copies of them?

   
20) Do you have any stories you can share about your grandmother that will help show future generations 

what type of person she was? 

Paternal Great-grandfather 
21) Who was your father's grandfather on his dad’s side of the family and do you know when and where he 

was born?
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22) Do you have any old photographs of your great-grandfather? If so, are they marked with his full name as
well as the names of any other individuals that are included in the photographs? Would it be possible for
us to obtain copies (either physical copies or scanned images) of your photographs so that we can use 
them with your story?  

 
23) Was your great-grandfather in the military and if so, do you know what county and state he lived in at 

the time he was discharged, what branch of service he was in or any additional information relating to 
the units he served with, patches he wore, ribbons he received and locations where he served. Do you 
have any photographs of your great-grandfather in his uniform and if so, may we have a copy?

24) What type of jobs did your great-grandfather have and did anyone pass along any stories about his work?

25) Did anyone share any stories with you about what your great-grandfather’s lifestyle was like growing 
up?

26) Do you have any stories you can share about your great-grandfather that will help show future 
generations what type of person he was? 

27) Repeat questions 21 through 26, using your other great-grandfather. (Your father’s mothers father) 

Paternal Great-grandmother
28) Who was your father’s grandmother on his dad’s side of the family and do you know when and where 

she was born? Please be sure to include maiden names if available.

29) Do you have any old photographs of your great-grandmother? If so, are they marked with her full name 
as well as the names of any other individuals that are included in the photographs? Would it be possible 
for us to obtain copies (either physical copies or scanned images) of your photographs so that we can use
them with your story?   

30) Did your great-grandmother work outside of the home and if so, what type of jobs did she have and did 
anyone ever tell you any stories about her work?

31) Did anyone share any stories with you about what your great-grandmother’s lifestyle was like growing 
up?

32) Do you have any stories you can share about your great-grandmother that will help show future 
generations what type of person she was? 
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33) Do you have any old family recipes that were handed down from your great-grandmother and if so, may 
we have copies of them? Please make sure her full married and maiden name is included, along with the 
state and county she lived in and when she was born and died.

   
34) Do you have any stories you can share about your grandmother that will help show future generations 

what type of person she was? 

35) Repeat questions 28 through 34, using your other great-grandmother. (Your father’s mothers mother)

Aunts, Uncles, etc. 
36) Did you father have any brothers and sisters and if so, what were their names? When and where were 

they born? Who did they marry?  What type of stories can you tell me about them or their lives? Do you 
have any photographs of them?

Great Aunts, Uncles, etc. 

37) Did your father’s parents have any brothers or sisters and if so, what were their names? When and where
were they born? Who did they marry?  What type of stories can you tell me about them or their lives? 
Do you have any photographs of them?

Mothers Side of the Family

Mother
38) Could I have your Mothers name and the date and location of her birth?

39) Do you have any old photographs of your mother? If so, would it be possible for us to obtain copies 
(either physical copies or scanned images) of your photographs so that we can use them with your story?

40) Did your mother work outside of the home and if so, what type of jobs did she have? Did she ever tell 
you any stories about her work and what her duties consisted of?

41) Did your mother share any stories with you about games she played as a child, what her lifestyle was 
like growing up, about her school days or dating period?

42) Do you have any old family recipes that were handed down from your mother and if so, may we have 
copies of them?

   
43) Do you have any stories you can share about your grandmother that will help show future generations 

what type of person she was? 
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Maternal Grandparents and great-grandparents
44) Repeat questions 15 through 31 for the mother's side of the family.

Personal Memories

45) Did your parents ever tell you how they met or share any stories about their courting days?

46) Do you have any brothers or sisters and if so, what are their names and who did they marry?

47) Can you tell me any stories about them, such as if any of them served in the military, or any information 
about their personality, lives, jobs, etc.

48) What type of games did you play, when you were young?

49) What type of music did you listen to, sing or play?

50) What other forms of entertainment did you enjoy?

51) How big was the school you went to?

52) What was the first vehicle you ever saw, rode in or drove?

53) What types of foods did your mother serve when you were young?

54) Describe the bed you used as a child.

55) Describe other furniture in your home, when you were a child.

56) Describe the clothing you wore as a child.

57) How was your home heated? What type of lighting did you have and what type of stove did your mother
use?

58) Share a favorite Christmas, New Years, Fourth of July or Halloween memory from your childhood. 

59) Do you remember “The Great Depression” and if so, how did it affect your life?

60) What was your first job? How old were you and how much did you get paid?

61) Did you ever serve in the military and if so, what branch and outfit were you attached to?

62) Do you remember the day Pearl Harbor was attacked and if so, how did you hear about it and what was 
your reaction or the reaction of others around you?

63) Who was the first person you ever dated? How did you meet them and what types of things did you do 
on your dates?
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64) Did you get married and if so, who did you marry? How did you meet? Who proposed and how? 
Describe the wedding. Did anyone perform shivaree after your wedding?

65) Do you have any stories you would like to share about your spouse and things they told you about what 
their life was like before you met?

66) Do you have any other stories or memories you would like to share about your life, the lives of others or 
old lifestyles in general?

67) What do you feel is the greatest legacy that you will leave behind for future generations?

68) If you could leave a few words of wisdom behind for your great-great-great-grandchildren, what would 
they be?

69) If you had to pick one event in your life that had or will have the greatest impact on the lives of others, 
what would that event be?

70) What is the one most important thing you have done in your life, that gives you the greatest sense of 
pride?
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